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County Counsel 

FROM:

RE: Mobile Infrared Transmitters for Emergency 
Board Meeting 

At your meeting of November 12 2003 , on a motion by Supervisor
Antonovich, the Board agreed to seek andlor support legislation that prohibits
private ownership andlor restricts the sale of Mobile Infrared Transmitters for
Emergency Vehicles (MIRT). The Board also directed our 
the Sheriff, the Fire Chief and the Director of the Department of Public Works to
detennine the feasibility of adopting a local ordinance that would restrict the sale
and prohibit private ownership ofMIRT.

State law currently prohibits the sale, installation or use of such
transmitters by private individuals and preempts local governments from enacting
ordinances in regard to these issues.

California Vehicle Code section 21464(b) states

, "

No person shall
use , and no vehicle other than an authorized emergency vehicle, shall be equipped
with, any device capable of sending a signal that interrupts or changes the
sequence patters of an official traffic control signal unless that device or use is
authorized by the Department of Transportation pursuant to section 21350 or by
local authorities pursuant to section 21351."

California Vehicle Code section 24005 states that it is unlawful for
any person to sell , offer for sale, lease, install, or replace any kind of equipment
whatsoever for use in any vehicle, that is not in confonnity with the Vehicle Code
or regulations thereunder.
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